The Giving Trege is a story writtgn by Shel Silverstein.
[ read it to the class at the beginning of the year
becausg of its megssage and its corrglation to, "The
Pinghill Wagy."

[t is a story about a young boy that becomes frignds
with a treg.

- He usgs it to plag and climb on in thg bgginning of
his life.

- He usgs it for shadg when heg begins dating.

- He usgs its applgs for nourishment when he losgs
his job

- Hlg usgs its branches and trunk to build a house
bgecausg hg has no mongy or shelter.

€ach timg heg spgnds morg and morg timg away from
the treeg. In the gnd hg comes back and the treg saygs
shg no longgr has angygthing to offer. By this timeg he is
old and all hg wants is a friend. Thg trge offers him
thg only thing she has Igft which is her trunk and so
he sits down to rest.

We then talked about how the treg gave withouat
wanting angthing in return and shg was happgy
becausg sheg was ablg to help somgong and bring to
thegm a sgnse of joy. We also talked about how alwagys
taking and giving nothing in return, gnds ap making
us feel longly and neggative about ourselves.

Thereg arg a wide varigty of megssages on the Igaves.
The Giving Tree continugs throughout the year and is
reflected on frequently.




